Sheva Mitzvot: Not Just Moral Laws
by Hiram Vazquez-Rosa
Copyright 2008
noahidetruth@gmail.com
In response to my last article, a friend of mine, who is a Christian, brought up the idea that doing moral “works”, deeds, or doing the right thing in general, is not enough to lead to G-d and, in some form, vain work. In other words, without “belief” in Hashem, “works” alone aren’t worth anything.

He is right; Hashem can’t be out of the picture when it comes to the sheva mitzvot! 

There was, however, one point that was brought up by his statements that I would like to further. 

His response showed a greatly overlooked ideal by some. Some view actions or “works” as things that we do only because we think these are good things to do. And, some think that is exactly what the sheva mitzvot are – i.e. a set of moral laws only. However, this is further from the truth.

If we were to say that the Seven Laws of Noah were only moral laws, it could only be said of four or maybe five of them.

I reminded him, that, even in the Christian Bible, the Epistle of James, which is greatly ignored by many of them, teaches that you have to do “work” in order to prove your "faith" in G-d. (Writers note: this section is for the purpose of educating the Christian that might be reading this)

You see, the Torah system for the Nations does not only deal with how we connect to each other. It is a system that also shows us how to connect with G-d. You can't have the Seven Laws without having Hashem in it first. Thus, we were given the commands against idolatry first. 

If we are commanded against idolatry, we find that the opposite of idolatry is giving the proper recognition, worship, and service to the one and only G-d, which revealed Himself to Moses.
Within this revelation is where we find that the Seven Laws of Noah were given for all of humanity. It is during later times that the Seven Laws were put to paper after being known through the history of Israel as the way the Nations are to observe and obey G-d in the land of Israel and abroad. It is as though to make us rhetorically ask, “Why are we to behave in this manner?”

We are also commanded against blasphemy. If we are commanded against blasphemy - incorrect ideas about the true concept of G-d, profaning Hashem - then, we do the opposite, which is to correct those ideas and exalt (carefully) and revere Hashem. As a side note, I heard there is a newly available B’nai Noach prayer book that might be of interest. The reason is because it teaches us the proper context that we should see ourselves in and G-d as well (Thanks Michael for showing me this).

The commands against Idolatry and Blasphemy are not commands that are to be overlooked. Like I tried to make clear in my first article, if we truly love G-d and are doing our best to understand His ways of Justice and Loving-Kindness; then, logic should dictate that we behave with, or, emulate His ways of, Justice and Loving-Kindness towards our fellow man.

Every work and action that we do should stem from first recognizing that G-d requires it of us. However, these ways also have a moral dimension that people in society can still adhere to, even if they don’t have a true recognition of G-d. Yet, if everyone was following the Seven Laws of Noah, man would be able to get closer to that recognition by the study of what it means to truly follow these laws.

Again, for any Christians that might be reading this, even though Jesus was talking to his people, he specifically urges that his disciples not only follow, but teach the laws that they too were to keep (Matthew 5:17). And, he also urges that they follow the instructions of the scribes and Pharisees; even though, according to the text, he didn’t agree with the way they acted; i.e. – they didn’t actually practice what they preached (Matthew 23). Later, his brother James, in Acts 15 and 21, stresses a few of the Seven Laws of Noah as the way for the Gentiles of his time to live by once they denounced idolatry. This was something that has always been known, yet ignored.

The point is this: In the Seven Laws of Noah, and the commandments of Israel, G-d, whether one likes it or not, created a system that is not to be considered to be merely moral laws and definitely not a man made system of laws. Each system contains moral principles because it has a two-sided goal. 

1. Humanity is to recognize and get to “know” the one and only G-d, though Israel was specifically told to. This is the first section in Israel’s, as well as, the Nations set of laws.

2. Humanity is to recognize that you need to treat your fellow man as G-d commands. This is the second section of the system.

The commands of G-d for humanity were given, so that mankind can develop their understanding of G-d’s wisdom as found in Nature and the study of the particular systems found in the Torah. It is this aspect that is individual and no one can be made to take it upon themselves. We can’t make anyone accept it. It must be personally experienced of their own will.

However, since it is integral, the spiritual aspect of the sheva mitzvot can also be shared through the social aspects that allow harmony to exist among us, so that the Light of the Wisdom of G-d can shine through to our world by our actions.
As I hope all will see, it is not just moral works for the sake of good benefit. This is only the superficial manifestation of it. The system is one that is setup for both the individual person and society as a whole as well. The individual part deals with the spiritual side of us and the social part deals with the moral values to be held towards one another. 

And, the outcome of this is the theme of the original article: That these laws are designed to preserve humanity. Ask your self for what though? (Rhetorically)

Hope this clarifies how it seems that we should understand this system. Peace and be well!

